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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 


The Jones House is a pre-Civil War, Gothic Revival style, two-story 
brick residence. 


ORIGINAL EXTERIOR: 


The house is constructed with 8" thick brick bearing walls on a 
foundation of limestone rubble and brick. The original house also 
included a wood frame structure attached to the back which pre- 
dated the house itself. The present porch is anachronistic. 


The house had a somewhat ornate porch, the outline of which can clearly 
be seen in paint markings on the brick of the front wall. Other 
indications of the extent and style of the porch are flashing outlines 
at juncture of roof and front wall,the remains of brick foundations 
which supported the front extension. 


The front elevation displays a five-bay,symmetrical format which is 
more often found in previous styles. The gable roof presents the 

same symmetricality of the first floor but departs from it in that 
there are three equal gables containing gothic windows (casements). 
Chimneys were present on the original building at the center of the 
East and West gable ends. Research indicates that original framing 
members and wood decking are extant and in good condition in the roof. 
Some original flashing remains under three layers of shingles but all 
exterior roof trim and soffitts are replacements. Indications of 
original roofing material may be found upon removal of existing layers. 


The front entrance door with two sidelights and transom is original 

and the sidelights display finely worked wood embellishments typical 

of the Gothic. These, as well as the outlines of the porch mentioned 
above,would indicate that the house originally had fully developed 
gothic detailing at gables and the front porch itself. Further research 
on the original fabric of the structure (and into local historic doc- 
uments) will provide the necessary proofs for the accuracy of the 


restoration. It is expected that the shape of original chimneys may 
be indicated upon removal of exieting anachronistic chimneys and 
roofing. 


The West elevation is intact in its original condition and all masonry 
is in good condition. The East elevation displays a second floor 
window which has been bricked in. Removal of paint will reveal whether 
this is original construction or a later addition. A coal chute to 

the basement is later. Unlike the front elevation, the rear contains 
several doors which are actually enlargement of window openings which 
will be rebuilt to original condition. 
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EXISTING INTERIOR: 


Interior rooms display the usual accumulation of cosmetic treatments 

of the prior 120 years including acoustical tile, wallpapers, flooring, 
closets, etc. Underneath,the original plaster ceilings and walls are 
intact but in need of repair. Original pine floorboards are extant as 
is most base and window and door trim. Most doors are original and have 
original hardware. The Original stairs and handrail are in place 
although somewhat altered. The mantel and it's trim at the East room 
are original. The fireplace at the West room may contain an original 
cast-iron stove (built-in). Further research will be done to determine 
if this is the case. The West room of the first floor sustained a minor 
fire in 1975 but no major damage occured. 


The second floor contains a center stair hall, front to back in the 

center of the building, a large bedroom with fireplace and mantel (orignal) 
on the East and a smaller bedroom on the West which has an eight foot 

wide dressing room or child's bedroom on the South. This room has 

been remodeled for a bath which will be removed. 


Windows on both floors are original and have original trim mouldings, 
aprons and stools. 


With further research into finishes (paint, varnish, wallpaper, etc.) 
enough original fabric remains in the interior of the house to restore 
it very accurately to it's 1858 condition. The Livingston County 
Historical Society has retsined a restoration architect and is proceeding 
with this work. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 


The Jones House is architecturally important: because. it is locally unique. 
It is one of the few pre-Civil War Gothic Revival residences which survive 
within Livingston County, and the second oldest brick house in Pontiac. 


The house is also important because it was the residence of two important 
Pontiac businessmen, first John Dehner, and later Henry C. Jones. 


The property on which the house is located was sold to John Dehner in 
October 1857. The house. was ifinished on the lot in 1858. ; Dehner was a 
prominent Pontiac businessman in the late nineteenth century. In 1865 he 
was partner with other Livingston county residents in the creation of 
the Chicago and Paducah Railroad. He also formed a partnership (1866) with 
other Pontiac citizens to begin the first coal mining operation in the 
Pontiac vicinity. He built the first brick commercial building in down- 
town Pontiac. 

SiT? ; x 
Henry C. Jones purchased the property in 1899 and lived in the house until 
1921. ‘He founded the Free Press in 1865. Later he also purchased the 
only. other newspaper, the Sentinel. He also developed the Pontiac Light, 
Heat, and Power in the 1890's. He served as its president for many years 
afterward. 


Hy 


After Jones' death, the house passed to members of his family and in more 
recent years was converted into apartments by adding several wood frame 
additions. The house was damaged by fire in 1975 and slated for demolition. 
However, the Livingston County Historical Society purchased the property 

in 1976 and is implementing plans to restore it as a county museum. 
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